50+ Ways to Promote a Lifelong Love of Reading in Your Child

Whether your child is a reluctant reader, rarely even picking up a book, or easily gets lost
between the pages overcome with a love of reading-there are many things you can do to
help encourage children to read.

Learning to read for fun at an early age is the start of a lifelong adventure that can take
children to worlds they might never imagine.

Motivating kids to read is not always a simple task, so here are some fun ways to help
encourage your kids to find fun in reading and to actually someday even enjoy it.
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Leave books scattered around your home and car. I know we like our homes
tidy but you’d be amazed how often books get picked up and looked at when they
are within reach!

Visit a bookstore or discount book sale together with your child. Let them look
through the books and pick out books that catch their eye. Don’t worry if they
choose a book easier or more difficult than their level. The goal is for them to
find a subject that they are interested in and won’t mind reading about. Ifitisa
more challenging book, reading it together can spark a desire for them to read
more and you can then find books on the topic on their appropriate level.

Cook together. Reading comes in many forms: including recipes! Many kids
enjoy being in the kitchen and reading recipes and cookbooks can be a fun way to
encourage them to read. And, you’ll get some math lessons in as a bonus with all
that measuring! "

Have a “DEAR?” time as a family. Find a time that the whole family can “Drop
Everything And Read.” If everyone in the family is doing it together it can be a
lot more fun!

Read aloud to your children. No matter the age, most children enjoy hearing
someone read to them. Even older children can benefit from hearing an adult read
the pages of a chapter book to them as they follow along and visualize what they
are hearing. No such thing as too much reading aloud!

Let’s go to the movies! Use books that have been turned into movies as a reward
for finishing a book. Today, many quality novels are being turned into movies
that are appropriate for children. Have your child read the book and then enjoy a
movie night together to see the film based on the book. Be sure to have a great
discussion after the movie to compare the book and film. The same can be done
with TV shows that are made from books.

Learn a new skill. Find a skill that your child is interested in learning such as a
sport, or a craft like knitting. Find books about that topic and let your child learn
the skill by reading about it.

Bedtime extension! If bedtime in your home is 8:30, allow your child to keep the
“lights on” until 9:00 if they would like to read instead of going to sleep at 8:30.
Most kids will do anything to extend bedtime!
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Choose a magazine. Let children select a magazine that interests them to get a
subscription to. This will provide reading material that they are interested in as
well as let them experience the fun of getting their own mail!

. Play games. Many board games out there require reading to play the game. It’s

great practice for reluctant readers.

. Gift time? Give a book! By giving children books as gifts on special occasions,

it can add special meaning to a book. Children may be more likely to read a
special book, especially on that occasion each year. You can also encourage
family members that are special to the child to give them books as gifts. A
special book from a favorite relative can be a real treasure.

. Theme/Holiday books. Find books that fit with each holiday or special time of

year. There is a wide assortment of books centered on holidays out there. Kids
love special times like Christmas, so why not read Christmas books all through
December!

. Create a special bookmark. Kids need to understand that they don’t have to

finish an entire book in one sitting. That task can seem too overwhelming and
they may shut down before they even start. By choosing or creating special
bookmarks, children learn that they can read for a while and then use their
bookmark to finish at another time.

. Play the ABC game on the road. As you drive from place to place throughout

your day, see who can be the first to read words on signs going through the entire
alphabet. Printis everywhere and so are fun reading opportunities!

. See the writing on the wall. Put up a large piece of paper on a wall where your

child can write on it. You or your child can even draw bricks on it so it looks like
areal wall. Allow them to write titles of books they have read as well as book
review for the rest of the family to see. They could even draw pictures from the
books.

. Record a book. Use a cassette recorder to record family members reading the

text of the book. This is especially fun with out of town relatives, and can easily
be accomplished by sending them the book and a tape. How special to hear
grandma’s voice reading a book to a child who only sees her a few times a year?

. Read across the map. Find a map of the country or world and read books that

are set in a wide variety of areas. Each time a book is read that is from a new
state or country-make a mark on the map or place a sticker on the location to
show that you have “visited” that place in a book!

28. “I Caught You” coupons. Each time you “catch” your child reading, hand them

an “T Caught You” coupon. Let them save up their coupons and when they have a
certain amount, they earn a treat or privilege. Or, for multiple family members-
have them put their coupons in a jar and draw for special privileges.

. Create a personal library. Ownership is an important skill for kids of all ages.

What better to own than a shelf full of books? Create a space in the child’s room
for their own book collection. Fill it with books of their choice and they just
might enjoy reading THEIR books!

. Provide a book allowance. Let children earn money for doing chores that goes

into a book allowance jar. Once they have collected enough, visit the bookstore
and let them choose a magazine or book that they would enjoy reading.
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Don’t make a big deal about mistakes. When a child is reading out loud, try not
to correct every single word they may mispronounce. If the meaning is affected,
then a correction should be made, but if a child is corrected constantly they will
certainly not enjoy reading and will become reluctant if they are not already.

. Participate in a summer reading program. Many libraries offer reading

programs during the summer time for students to track their reading and earn
rewards. See if a library near you has a program like this.

. Let children be authors. Let your child tell you a story while you type the

words for them. Print the pages leaving room for them to illustrate their book. As
the author of their own book, children will love reading the words on paperthat
they created. This can be a great activity to follow up an outing or field trip
where the child can write a book about their experience.

Take-along book. Anytime you are going somewhere with your child that you
may experience wait time, such as a doctors office, let them choose reading
material that they would like to take with them. They are much more likely to
read something they choose than that old decrepit stack of books at the doctor’s
office.

Don’t limit word exposure to books. Talk, play, sing, tell stories etc. Well
developed verbal skills are an important early indicator of future reading success.
Find video or computer games that teach and encourage reading skills. Of
course, we must limit the amount of time our children are exposed to this type of
media, but technology can be a great tool to get kids reading.

Find a book series that your child is interested in. Many authors write series
books such as The Magic School Bus Books or the Harry Potter series. Once they
are interested in a series, they will be able to keep reading about the same or
similar characters in different stories. You might even try reading the first in the
series with them, and then allow them to forge ahead on their own.

. Listen to books on tape. Many authors are now reading their books on tape or

CD for readers to listen to. This way, kids can follow along without having the
pressure of having to figure out all of the words themselves. Books on tape can
be found in any level from beginning readers all the way through adults!

Try a variety of approaches. Don’t get discouraged! If one idea is a flop, don’t
give up! Keep providing new and different reading activities for your reader and
you’ll be sure to find something that clicks with them.

Of course, every tip given above is not going to fit every child. It’s up to you to really
observe your child. Figure out how they are wired, and try activities that you think are
the best fit for them.

Getting kids to read is often a challenging task, but one that is so important it’s worth all
the time and effort you can give.



